
 
 
26 September 2020 

To:  All Media 

EMBARGOED UNTIL SUNDAY 27 SEPTEMBER 2020 AT MIDNIGHT 

PRESS RELEASE 

International Right to Know Day 

28 September 2020 

 
Hamilton, Bermuda. On 28 September 2020, the Information Commissioner Gitanjali S. Gutierrez delivered 

her 2020 International Right to Know Day Declaration at City Hall, Hamilton, as part of the Information 

Commissioner’s Office (ICO) commemoration of International Right to Know Day.  

International Right to Know Day was established on 28 September 2002, by campaigners from around the 

world to mark the creation of the Freedom of Information Advocates Network. Since then, on 28 

September each year, Information Commissioners, advocates, human rights organisations, the media, 

public bodies, and the public celebrate the right to access information and the principles of openness, 

accountability and transparency. Today, the ICO joins with nearly 120 countries with public access to 

information laws recognising International Right to Know Day.  

The purpose of International Right to Know Day is to increase individuals’ awareness of their right to access 

records held by the government and other public authorities. Since 2015, the Public Access to Information 

Act 2010 (PATI Act) has given Bermudians and residents the right to access public records. The PATI Act 

empowers Bermudians and residents to hold public authorities accountable. PATI rights level the playing 

field between the government and those that are governed. When Bermudians and residents use their PATI 

rights, it can lead to a better understanding of how and why public decisions are made.  

This year, the Information Commissioner’s Office celebrates International Right to Know Day as Bermuda 

is emerging from a pandemic, facing unprecedented challenges and on the cusp of Bermudians exercising 

their fundamental right to vote. During this unprecedented time in Bermuda’s history, Bermudians and 

residents expect their government and public authorities to be fully transparent and uphold good 

governance.  

Bermudians and residents are making their voices heard. With each PATI request submitted, Bermudians 

and residents are demonstrating that they expect to be involved, included and informed in public 

decision making that affects their lives.  

The Information Commissioner encourages the media to use this opportunity to highlight the benefits of 

PATI rights. The Information Commissioner is available for interviews, resources, and discussions in your 

preparation for programming or articles for International Right to Know Day. 

Details: Information Commissioner’s Right to Know Day Declaration  
Date:  Monday, 28 September 2020 
Where:   City Hall  
When:  10:00am – 10:30am 

 



Editor Notes 

Further information about International Right to Know Day is available from: 

• FreedomInfo.Org - http://www.freedominfo.org/regions/global/rtk-day/ 

• Freedom of Information Advocates Network - http://foiadvocates.net/ 

• International Right to Know Day - http://www.righttoknowday.net/en/  

 

The Information Commissioner’s Office is an independent public office responsible for promoting the use of 

and overseeing compliance with the Public Access to Information (PATI) Act 2010. The PATI Act gives the 

public a right to access records held by public authorities, subject to listed exemptions and administrative 

grounds for denial of access. Individuals who are dissatisfied with the response of a public authority may seek 

an independent review by the Information Commissioner. The Information Commissioner shall investigate 

and the decisions by the Information Commissioner are legally binding. 

 

Further information about the Information Commissioner’s Office is available at www.ico.bm. Contact our 

office on (441) 543-3700 or info@ico.bm. 

http://www.ico.bm/


 
 

 

The Information Commissioner for Bermuda, 

 

Recognising that the right to information is an integral part of the right to 
freedom of expression, as recognised by Resolution 59 of the United Nations 
General Assembly adopted in 1946, 

Noting that the United Nations Millennium Declaration (2000) highlights good 
governance as being central to development and the eradication of poverty, and 
acknowledging that the right to know and press freedom are essential to promoting 
democracy and ensuring respect for all human rights and fundamental freedoms, 

Recalling Article 19 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
(1966), which includes the right of access to information held by public bodies and 
Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), which guarantees 
that: “Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right 
includes freedom to hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive and 
impart information and ideas through any media and regardless of frontiers”,  

Affirming the purposes of the Public Access to Information Act 2010 (PATI Act) 
to strengthen good governance, to build greater public trust in government and 
increase public accountability, which will only be realised through its regular use 
by Bermudians and residents of Bermuda, 

Recognising that the PATI Act empowers Bermudians and residents, and 
encourages social inclusion, by facilitating active participation and engagement by 
Bermudians and residents with the government and other public authorities, 

Noting that Bermuda is emerging from a pandemic, faces unprecedented 

challenges, and is on the cusp of Bermudians exercising their fundament right to 

vote,  

Affirming that Bermuda’s continuing growth at this moment in history is only 
possible when government and other public authorities are fully transparent, 
respect good information management and uphold the right to access public 
information, 

 

 



 

Recognising that civil society organisations and government bodies throughout 
the world have adopted and currently celebrate 28th of September as “International 
Right to Know Day”, and 

Declares and 

1. Commits to the mandate of the Information Commissioner to promote 

public access to information in Bermuda and ensure public access to 

information to the greatest extent under the provisions of the PATI Act; 

and 

2. Celebrates Bermudians and residents who have exercised their rights 

under the PATI Act to be informed about, and to be included and to be 

involved in, the public decision making that affects their lives, the efforts 

to hold public authorities accountable and the promotion of good 

governance; and 

3. Encourages government and other public authorities to further their 

openness and transparency, as well as their proactive sharing of 

information to allow Bermudians and residents to better understand 

public decision making. 

 

 

 

Declared this day on Monday, 28th of September 2020 

 

Gitanjali S. Gutierrez 

Information Commissioner for Bermuda 
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