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Appendix 1: Relevant statutory provisions 

Public Access to Information Act 2010 

Purpose 

2. The purpose of this Act is to— 

(a) give the public the right to obtain access to information held by public authorities to 

the greatest extent possible, subject to exceptions that are in the public interest or 

for the protection of the rights of others; 

(b) increase transparency, and eliminate unnecessary secrecy, with regard to 

information held by public authorities; 

(c) increase the accountability of public authorities; 

(d) inform the public about the activities of public authorities, including the manner in 

which they make decisions; and  

(e) have more information placed in the public domain as a matter of routine. 

 

Access to records 

12 (1)  Subject to this Act, every person who is a Bermudian or a resident of Bermuda has 

a right to and shall, on request, be given access to any record that is held by a public authority, 

other than an exempt record. 

 (2)  Public authorities shall make every reasonable effort to— 

  (a) assist persons in connection with requests; and 

  (b) respond to requests completely, accurately and in a timely manner. 

 

Decision on request 

14 . . .  

(2) A public authority shall immediately after a decision has been made give notice in 

writing of the decision to the requester, and to any third party who made representations under 

section 39, specifying— 

  . . .  
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  (b) the provisions of this Act regarding review and appeal of the decision. 

 

Refusal of request on administrative grounds 

16 (1) A public authority may refuse to grant a request if— 

(a) the record requested does not exist or cannot be found after all reasonable 

steps have been taken to find it; 

(b) the request does not contain sufficient information to enable the authority 

to identify the record by taking reasonable steps; 

. . .  

(2) A public authority shall not refuse to grant a request under subsection (1)(b) or 

(c), unless the authority has assisted, or offered to assist, the requestor to amend the request in 

a manner such that it no longer falls under those provisions. 

 

Health or safety of individual 

22 (1) Subject to subsection (2), a record is exempt from disclosure if its disclosure 

would, or would likely to, endanger the physical or mental health or the safety of an individual. 

(2) A record shall be disclosed if disclosure of it is in the public interest. 

 

Personal information 

23 (1) Subject to the provisions of this section, a record that consists of personal 

information is exempt from disclosure. 

 . . .  

 

Conduct of review 

43 . . .  

(2) The head of the public authority shall within six weeks after receiving an 

application for an internal review with respect to a request—  

 . . .  

  (b) notify the requester and any third party concerned of— 

   . . .  

(ii) the right of the requester or third party, as the case may be, to 

apply to the Commissioner for a review of the decision under Part 

6. 
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Public Access to Information Regulations 2014 

Reasonable search 

5 (1) An information officer shall make reasonable efforts to locate a record that is the 

subject of an application for access. 

 . . .  

  


